
Why Patriot Station?
The construction of Oak Lawn Rotary Club’s 9/11 First Responder Memorial is nearly 
complete at the site of the Oak Lawn Metra Station.  It incorporates over twelve tons of 
historic steel and concrete from the World Trade Center with bronze sculptures from 
acclaimed bronze sculptor Erik Blome.  Identifying the area as merely the Metra Station does 
nothing to let the public know that such a Memorial exists.  This Memorial is significant 
because of the quantity of WTC steel and the quality of the art.  There is no other Memorial 
in Illinois that we are aware of that has this amount of historic steel and concrete.  It is a 
unique and beautiful community effort that is worthy of this designation.  It honors the 
sacrifices and contributions of our First Responders, those who lost their lives or loved ones 
on September 11, 2001, and the resilience of the American Spirit.

How is this wonderful for Oak Lawn?
★ It will identify the area as a destination and make people aware that the Memorial exists.  It 

will spur economic development in downtown Oak Lawn and will let the world know that 
Oak Lawn is a vibrant and passionate community.  

★ The word “Patriot” is the only word that ties the unique contributions of our First 
Responders, the resilience of the American Spirit and the outpouring of community support 
with the tragic events of September 11, 2001.

★ Congress designated September 11th as Patriot Day.  It is appropriate and fitting that the 
community gather at their Patriot Station to commemorate Patriot Day in the future.

What’s the downside?
There is no downside to Oak Lawn.  Only positives can come from this change. There are 
downsides to inaction, however.

Who supports this effort?
★ Memorial volunteers and donors
★ Oak Lawn business owners and community leaders
★ The Oak Lawn Chamber of Commerce
★ The Chicago Southland Convention and Visitor’s Bureau
★ The Johnson-Phelps VFW Post 5220
★ The Military Order of the Purple Heart

How can you help?
Please contact Mayor Heilmann today at dheilmann@oaklawn-il.gov {or call (708) 499-7740)} 
and tell him that Oak Lawn needs our “Patriot Station.”
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